140 Culpeper Street

Mr. Baldwin Day bought the property in 1833 but it is not clear if the present
house existed at that time. The dwelling has Greek Revival and Italianate
characteristics that suggest construction of the central portion about 1840. It was
occupied by two sister who did not get along, so the west wing was added in 1842
with a separate entrance. The interior partitions in the main section are brick
which is unusual, and the cooking fireplace was located in the basement, another
oddity for the period.

(This info is from the museum director for the Fauquier Historical Society.)
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1840, the Greek Revival-style house was occupied by
Union generals, including General Edwin Sumner. @

Civil War history at 140 Culpeper
Street

e Wartime hospital: During the war, the home was
converted into a hospital for both Union and
Confederate wounded soldiers. The Payne family,
who originally built the house, remained in the
upper floors while the Union army used the lower
level.

Union headquarters: General Edwin Sumner used
the house as his headquarters. He had a military
map room set up in the parlor and installed a
telegraph system with a direct connection to Union
headquarters in Washington, D.C.

e Nursing efforts: Mrs. America Payne and her
sister cared for wounded troops from both sides.
America Payne died in 1862, possibly from an
iliness she contracted while nursing soldiers.
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